Texas A& M System and BENCHMARK® Open Doug Pitcock
'49 Texas A& M Hotel and Conf. Center with Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony
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COLLEGE STATION, Texas (August 27, 2018) — Rising on the legendary campus of Texas A& M
University, the new Doug Pitcock *49 Texas A& M Hotel and Conference Center
(www.TexasAMHotel CC.com) officially debuted today with a ribbon cutting ceremony and open house.

The ribbon cutting ceremony included a special guest, and the property’ s namesake, James D. “Doug”
Pitcock, Jr., and it highlighted remarks from Chairman Charles W. Schwartz, Chancellor John Sharp,
President Michael K. Y oung, Vice Chancellor for Business Affairs Philip Ray and Benchmark CEO Alex
Cabanas.

“Today marks a significant milestone for the University and the culmination of atwenty-two month
project,” said Chairman Schwartz, who leads the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University
System. “Thanks to top-notch engineering, design, construction and project management teams, gracious
and unwavering community support, and significant hard work by so many incredible individuals we are
thrilled to celebrate the opening of the Doug Pitcock 49 Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center.”

The striking, eight-story hotel and conference center is positioned a mere 96-yards from Kyle Field, home
of the Texas A&M football team, and steps from the Memorial Student Center, serving as a gateway to
the university’ s exceptional academic, research, cultural and athletic resources.

Named for Aggie Business Owner and Philanthropist, James D. “Doug” Pitcock, Jr., the property isa
celebration of Texas A&M’s storied history, treasured traditions and university values. A maroon and
white color scheme with soft accents of gray lays the foundation for unique design elements that highlight







artistic takes on iconic Aggie events and landmarks. Meeting room names such as ‘ Star,” ‘ Eagle’ and
‘Shield’ pay homage to the symbols of the time-honored Aggie ring.

“Imbued with the Aggie spirit, the Doug Pitcock *49 Texas A& M Hotel and Conference Center
represents a strong sense of place,” said Texas A& M University System Chancellor Sharp. “It isthe true
‘guesthouse’ of the university, providing a one-of-a-kind experience for visitors to our campus, and
serving as a catalyst for attracting internationally recognized faculty, top-tier conferences andstudents
with apassion for intellectual pursuits.”

Members of the Corps of Cadets, Fightin’ Texas Aggie Band, Yell Leaders and Reveille were on hand to
joinin the celebrations. Following the ceremony, students and the local community were invited to tour
the property.

“The Doug Pitcock *49 Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center is aworld-class facility that offers
unrivaled conference facilities, exceptional accommodations and gracious hospitality. Students will play
an integral rolein the success of the property with more than half of the hotel’ s 170-member opening
team being comprised of current students, former students or those with direct tiesto the university.
This property truly represents Aggies serving Aggies,” Texas A&M University President Young said. “It
isafitting monument to Mr. Doug Pitcock, one of the finest Aggies that our great institution has ever

Under the management of BENCHMARK®, a global hospitality company, the property is operated as
part of the Benchmark Resorts & Hotels brand.

“Asaformer student of this great university, today’s opening brings along with it a significant amount of
pride,” Benchmark CEO Alex Cabafias said. “We aim to fully embrace the Howdy Hospitality spirit, to
truly ‘Be The Difference,” and commit to providing all guests of our property with an exceptional
experience unlike any other.”

The contemporary and spacious accommodations of the hotel include 250 guest rooms with two
penthouses and 11 suites. The hotel and conference center opening also marks the opening of three new
food and beverage venues. Brazos - Proper Texas Kitchen, the property’ s full-service restaurant,
elevates traditional Texas flavors with amodern twist. The Junction Market and Café is the property’s
grab and go option. Block T Bar is atwo-story bar with aterrace overlooking Kyle Field featuring local
beers, wines and spirits, hand-crafted cocktails and bar bites. Additional on-site amenitiesinclude a
rooftop pool with cabanas, awell-equipped fitness center and gift shop.

Of the property’ s 252,500 sguare feet, the conference center includes 35,000 square feet with meeting
and event space that offers a soaring 8,300-square foot ballroom and twenty-two flexible meeting rooms
to accommodate presentations, board meetings, private dinners and receptions.

The conference space meets the exacting standards of IACC, formerly known as the International
Association of Conference Centres, providing a productive learning environment with ergonomic
furniture, top audiovisual equipment and state-of-the-art built-in technology throughout the center.

The hotel and conference center will welcomeitsfirst official overnight guests and open its dining outlets
to all patrons on Wednesday, August 29.

Click hereto view avideo of Chancellor Sharp touring the property.

About Doug Pitcock '49 Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center

With a privileged location directly across from Kyle Field, the Doug Pitcock *49 Texas A&M Hotel and
Conference Center in College Station, Texas is adestination luxury property offering state-of-the-art
conference facilities, signature brand amenities, welcoming accommodations, and gracious southern
hospitality. Steeped in Texas A&M history, traditions and culture, the property has a powerful sense of
place and isthe ideal choice for business and leisure travel ers seeking a one-of-a-kind authentic Aggieland
experience. Asthe preferred hotel for Texas A& M University, the property offers 250 spacious guest
rooms, including two penthouses and 11 suites, with sweeping views of the Texas A&M campus. Also
featured on property is arooftop pool overlooking Kyle Field; dining outlets committed to providing
fresh, healthful, scratch-prepared and locally-sourced dishes; atwo-story bar and lounge with aterrace;
and a full-service conference center with 35,000 square feet of multi-functional meeting and event space.
The Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center is the perfect place for scholarly explorations, meaningful



celebrations, productive meetings, college visits and family vacations. http://texasamhotel cc.comand
https://www.facebook.com/TAMUHotel CC/

About The Texas A&M University System

The Texas A&M University System is one of the largest systems of higher education in the nation, with
abudget of $4.7 billion. Through a statewide network of 11 universities and seven state agencies, the
Texas A&M System educates more than 152,000 students and makes more than 22 million additional
educational contacts through service and outreach programs each year. System-wide, research and
development expenditures exceeded $972 million in FY 2016 and helped drive the state’s economy.

About Benchmark Resorts & Hotels®

Benchmark Resorts & HotelS® features the finest in lodging, dining, recreational and meeting
accommodations. Featuring unique and distinctive properties renown for exceptional service and for
creating unforgettable memory-making experiences, it is the signature portfolio of BENCHMARK®, a
global hospitality company, which has been aleading US-based hospitality management company for
nearly 40 years. Many Benchmark Resort & Hotels' properties are certified by IACC, the association
that represents the finest meeting venues and services globally, and many have aso been recognized with
the coveted Benchmark Conference Centers® certification of meeting excellence.
www.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com. To become afan on Facebook, visit
www.facebook.com/BenchmarkResortsandHotels Follow us on Twitter at
https://twitter.com/BenchmarkHotels, on Instagram at www.instagram.com/benchmarkresortsandhotels,
and on Pinterest at www.pinterest.com/benchmarkhotels

About BENCHMARK®, aglobal hospitality company.

BENCHMARK®, aglobal hospitality company, is aleader in the development, management, and
marketing of independent, soft branded, and experiential hard branded resorts, hotels, and conference
centers. In addition to the company’ s award-winning full service Benchmark Resorts & Hotels, its
lifestyle and luxury Gemstone Collection, and its industry-leading Benchmark Conference Center
division, etc.venuesis aleading provider of contemporary city centre venues for meetings, signature
events, and conferences. BENCHMARK'’ s combined portfolio features more than 80 unique projects
across three continents. The company is passionately committed to delivering personal, inspiring, and
memory-making experiences, driving total revenue and profitability, and cultivating an award winning,
“Be The Difference” culture for al its employees. BENCHMARK, is based in The Woodlands
(Houston), Texas, with officesin London, England; Miami, Florida; Park City, Utah; Scottsdale, Arizona;
New Brunswick, New Jersey; Seattle, Washington; and Tokyo, Japan.

www.benchmarkglobal hospitality.com To become a fan on Facebook, visit
www.facebook.com/BenchmarkResortsandHotel s, www.facebook.com/GemstoneHotel Collection.
Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/BenchmarkHotels, www.twitter.com/GemstoneHotels, on
Instagram at www.instagram.com/benchmarkresortsandhotel s, www.instagram.com/gemstonehotels, and
on Pinterest at www.pinterest.com/benchmarkhotel S‘gemstone-hotels. At Linkedin,
www.linkedin.com/company/benchmark-hospitality
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